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diagnosis and treatment of diseases of women from the standpoint 
of the general practitioner. The writer has born this in mind 
throughout the entire book and has very carefully described and 
illustrated (especially by photographs) each procedure which 
he has deemed necessary for the practitioner to understand. The 
systematic arrangement of the subject matter and the very care¬ 
ful attention to detail (though at times apparently too explicit), 
both in the text and in the illustrations, should prove of value to 
the general practitioner who has not had sufficient training in 
gynecological diagnosis, especially if he lives far from a medical 
centre and has to rely on his own resources. 

John A. Sampson. 

The Operations of Surgery. By W. H. A. Jacobson, M.Ch. 
Oxon., F.R.C.S., Consulting Surgeon Guy’s Hospital; and 
R. P. Rowlands, M.S., F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon Guy’s 
Hospital, Joint Teacher of Operative Surgery in the Medical 
School. Fifth edition. 777 illustrations. Vol. I, 8vo., pp. 
926. Vol. II, 8vo., pp. 1139. London: J. & A. Churchill. 
Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Sons & Co. 1907. 

The advances in operative surgery which have taken place 
since 1902, when the fourth edition of Jacobson’s appeared, have 
been so extensive that a most thorough and comprehensive 
revision had become a necessity if the author wished to have his 
work continue as a reference book for students and practitioners. 
This is accomplished in the present edition by the aid of Mr. R. P. 
Rowlands, who has taken Mr. Steward’s place and has written 
the sections dealing wit!; the general surgery of the abdomen, 
and Mr. D. B. Smith, who has made himself responsible for the 
re-written and thoroughly revised chapters on “ Operations on 
the Ovary and Uterus.” We regret to note the author’s deter¬ 
mination to make this the last edition in which he will take an 
active part. 

Volume I deals with the operations on the upper extremity, 
head, neck and thorax. The author has wisely omitted the inser¬ 
tion of meaningless illustrations of procedures and instruments, 
preferring to quote cases which illustrate the point needing 
explanation; the book is remarkable for the number and com¬ 
pleteness of such interpolations. 

Owing to the frequency with which infusion is performed, 
attention should be drawn to the poor technique the author has 
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given in his description of this minor operation; I am sure a 
young man, following the method here described, would have 
trouble in introducing the cannula and also run a great risk of 
sweeping into the circulation a blood-clot which may have formed 
in it. How much simpler and cleaner it is to insert the cannula 
while the solution is flowing from its open end, obviating abso¬ 
lutely any chance of clot or air embolus. The author makes no 
mention whatever of the introduction of opsonins, which would 
naturally come after his article on antiseptic injections. This 
subject has beyond doubt already proved that it is worthy of a 
surgeon’s most serious consideration. 

The operations on the brain, their indications and technique 
arc well considered. The author, however, does not mention the 
latest and successful operations on tumors of the base of the 
brain, and also those for the removal of tumors or cysts of the 
pituitary body; these have been successfully performed, have 
absolute indications, require certain technique, and will hereafter 
have to be considered. In the chapter pertaining to operations 
on the oesophagus; we remark an exceptional omission, i.e., the 
cesophagoscopc; a similar criticism is to be made concerning the 
bronchoscope. How much easier for the operator and safer for 
the patient it is to have foreign bodies removed per viam nat- 
uralem, than by thoracotomy or tracheotomy. 

Volume II, containing, in the greater part, the work of 
Rowlands and Smith, treats exhaustively the surgery of the 
abdomen, lower extremity and vertebral column. The author 
devotes four pages to the description and problematical use of 
the Lily’s segregator or separator; an- instrument whose ineffi¬ 
ciency has so often been demonstrated and the results for opera¬ 
tive interference gained by its use arc so questionable, that in 
place of lauding its virtues, the same space might be better applied 
to describing its restrictions. On the other hand, the cystoscope 
has been very inadequately considered; ureteral catheterization 
is merely mentioned, on page 254, and then only to be condemned 
by quotations from Morris; the modus operandi of its accom¬ 
plishment is not even indicated. Lavage or antiseptic injection 
of the pelvis of the kidney in pyelitis per se, or collection of urine 
by use of the cystoscope and ureteral catheters is entirely omitted. 

The author, in the sections devoted to the operations on the 
stomach, has shown excellent judgment in his selection of cuts 
and descriptive methods, no small task in these days when our 
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surgical literature is so surfeited with new and startling innova¬ 
tions. Tlie condemnation of the use of the Murphy button is a 
noticeable feature; we feel, however, that the field of its useful¬ 
ness is probably greater than the author ascribes to it. Post¬ 
operative ileus and acute gastric dilatation should have received 
more attention than the mere mention of the condition. White¬ 
head’s operation for hemorrhoids is described to be, in the major¬ 
ity of cases, too radical and too often followed by unfortunate 
sequelae, a judgment in which, I think, most surgeons must concur. 
On the subject of spinal anesthesia, the author mentions the fact 
of its limited use and frequent inefficiency; to this the writer 
takes exception, and notes the omission of the cardinal rules 
which should be observed to effect its being obtained, that is, the 
site of injection and the rapidity and degree of inversion of the 
patient. 

The most notable features of the book, aside from its com¬ 
pleteness, arc the fully considered and well presented judgments 
and operative innovations that are ascribed to American surgeons, 
a condition no book which has previously come under our notice 
has contained and which ought to insure for it a most favorable 
reception in this country. The authors are to be congratulated 
on tlie fullness and conciseness of their descriptions and on their 
many and judicial discussions. 

James Taft Pilcher. 

A Text-Book of Practical Gynaecology for Practitioners 
and Students. By D. Tod Gilliam, M.D., Emeritus Pro¬ 
fessor of Gyiuecology in Sterling-Ohio Medical College, etc. 
Second Revised Edition. F. A. Davis Company, Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1907. 

In the present volume the writer has presented what he 
believes the student and busy practitioner should know about the 
diseases of women. The scope and size of the work, of necessity, 
limits the fuller treatment of the various subjects in gynecology. 
As in other works of its class its^chief value lies in the presenta¬ 
tion of methods of diagnosis and treatment which, from practical 
experience, the author has proven to have been of value to him. 

In the style of the book, i.e., a " plain connected narrative ” 
the writer has presented us with one of the most readable and 
concise works on any medical subject. 


John A. Sampson. 



